Welcome to 2nd Grade!
ברוכים הבאים לכיתה ב'!

Teacher: Mrs. Moss, Room 132

TA: Mr. Shear
               Tel: 984-3770
Email: idmoss@rockwernacademy.org /
yoshear@rockwernacademy.org
Judaic Studies curriculum
* Twice a week the 2nd grade students will join the 1st graders in T’filla and help with leading the service.     Now that they know the prayers, we can concentrate on praying with Kavana (meaning). 

* As Jews, we are blessed with many holidays.  Your child will learn the customs and traditions for each holiday.  They will celebrate the holiday in class as well as with the whole school.  We will read stories, make art projects, eat and dance according to each holiday. 

* The class will welcome Shabbat together on each Friday.  The students will light the candles (with help), practice saying the Kiddush over the grape juice and eat Challah.  After Simchat Torah, they will also learn about the Torah portion of the week.  We will refer to the tradition of welcoming Shabbat as Kabbalat Shabbat. 

* The students will learn about the State of Israel throughout the school year.  My hope is for each one of the students to develop a love and connection to our Jewish land. 

* The students will learn and practice doing good deeds-Mitzvot.  It will be noticed and recognized at school when a student performs a good deed.  The students will be encouraged to continue performing good deeds at home and in their community.  

Hebrew Language curriculum: 
* The students will continue to practice their Hebrew reading and writing skills. 
* The students will extend their Hebrew vocabulary.
* The students will practice speaking basic Hebrew sentences. 

* The students will be able to answer simple questions in Hebrew. 

Material

The students will continue to follow the adventures of their virtual friends from the Tal-Am class.  The theme this year is B’hatzlacha (good luck).  
The students will use the following Workbooks:

1. Tov bakita U’babyit (it is good to be in the class and at home).  This workbook includes 20 booklets containing lovely stories. The booklets will be sent home for the students to read.

2. Holiday workbooks – The students will receive a new workbook for each holiday.  The holiday workbook includes several booklets containing stories for the holiday.

3. Torah – This year, the students will begin studying the Torah.  They will learn the first few chapters from the book of Genesis – Sefer Bereshit.

Here is an introduction for Tal-Am which is taken from the Tal-Am website:

Welcome to the world of TaL AM , a unique curriculum of Hebrew Language Arts and Jewish Studies geared to students in Grades 1 to 6. 

Based on years of research on the principles of language development and learning patterns, these two programs are nurturing a generation of Jewish children around the world who are literate in the Hebrew language and equipped with the knowledge, skills and commitment they need to live vibrant Jewish lives. 

This curriculum was developed by a dynamic team of writers and teachers in Montreal and in Israel, led by Covenant Award recipient Tova Shimon. 


How does it work? 

The entire structure of the TaL AM  program is based on the notion that the best learning environment for children is one in which knowledge is acquired through a variety of activities, using each of the five senses. In addition to studying from textbooks, students use music, games and visual aids to learn the Hebrew language and to develop a keen understanding of Jewish concepts and values. 

Students develop their Hebrew and heritage literacy in a gradual and spiralled process, building new ideas and concepts a top an expanding foundation of knowledge. The program gradually helps foster Jewish identity by allowing children to explore their Jewish roots and traditions in a fun and exciting manner. By making the study of Hebrew and Judaism relevant to the children's everyday lives, the program enables them to develop a true appreciation of their heritage and understand the need for continued, lifelong Jewish study. 

Who uses it? 

Every year, a growing number of students enjoy the benefits of the TaL AM  program. At last count, the program is currently used by 347 schools around the world, enriching over 30,580 students in Canada, the United States, Europe, South Africa, South America, Australia and Asia. 
More Information regarding our class

Mr. Shear:  Mr. Shear is my right hand guy this school year.  He joins our class throughout the day.  Mr. Shear will also lead Judaic Studies lessons and assist with one-on-one student work.

Daily routine – Twice per week, the students will begin their day in their JS/Hebrew classroom.  We will have a short morning meeting which will include saying boker tov to each other, figuring out the Hebrew day, month and the year.  Each morning will go over basic vocabulary words such as: colors, numbers, fruit and vegetables, Hebrew months, days of the week, feelings and more.  We will also pray together as a community.

Later, the students will follow their daily schedule.

Homework:  I will not be sending daily homework.  However, I will be sending booklets to read at home and the students will be responsible to complete several projects.  A letter will be attached to the project with detailed explanation. 

Tests or Quizzes:  The students will have a Hebrew spelling test every Monday.  We will start the year with 5 spelling words and will increase it to 10 words.  

Hebrew folders:  All homework, projects, books, and other information will be sent home inside the Hebrew folder.   Please empty the folder and have your child bring it to school on the next day.  I will only send the folders home on days that we’ll have assignments or information.

Room Parents:  I would love to have two parents from each 2nd grade class that will be able to help with various projects throughout the year.  Please let me know.

Field trips:  We will have few field trips throughout the year.  I will send a letter home as soon as I will have the details. 

Birthdays : We will celebrate your child’s Hebrew birthday in class.  I will send home the Hebrew birthday dates soon.  The date that they will celebrate their birthday in General Studies class will NOT be the same in Judaic Studies class.  We will follow the Hebrew months.  All food will be provided be the School's kitchen. 

Kabbalat HaTorah:  Kabbalat HaTorah is the 2nd graders' main event for the year.  It will take place on Thursday, February 25 at 6:30pm.   At the service, the students will explain about the Torah and receive their own Tanach.

Weebly:  A classroom update will be posted on weebly every other Friday.  I will always send an email notifying you that weebly was updated.  It is a great way to stay informed of the wonderful things that are happening in our classroom.

Mitzvah Project:  Our class will be involved with a Mitzvah project this year.  More information to come. 

Mr. Shear and I are looking forward to a wonderful productive year… a year that is filled with positive energy of fun and learning!!  Please do not hesitate to contact us with any question or concerns.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Moss

